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WRAGG OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
By Henry A. M. Smith 

With this is published a chart of the family descents of the 
Wragg family in South Carolina with some of its original immedi- 
ate connections. The chart shows what may be said to be quite 
a typical low country South Carolina family of means and position. 
It will be noted how from the time of the settlement the inter- 
marriages are practically restricted to persons of the same sec- 
tion, and that the first arrivals intermarried at once with members 
of the French Huguenot settlement. 

The first immigrants to South Carolina of the Wragg family 
were the two brothers Samuel and Joseph Wragg. Exactly when 
either of them first landed in the Province the writer has never been 
able to determine. Samuel Wragg was there on the 6 th March 
1710-11 for on that day he delivered to the Council a letter from 
the Lord's Proprietors. 1 

In 1712 he was a member of the Provincial House of Commons, 2 
and in 1717 a member of the Council. 

In 1718 when outward bound from Charles Town to England 
the vessel he was in was taken by the pirate Black Beard just off 
Charles Town bar, and he was despoiled of a large amount of 
specie, threatened with death, and subjected to many hardships 
and humiliations before he was released, and with his young son 
William allowed to return to Charles Town. 

1 Commissions and Instructions printed by the Hist: Com" of S. C, p. ^35. 

2 S. C. Hist: &• Gen: Mag:, vol. X p. 42. 
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After the transfer of the Province to the Crown, Samuel Wragg 
was a member of the Council as also was later his brother Joseph. 
The brothers carried on business as merchants in Charles Town, 
and had apparently been merchants in London prior to their es- 
tablishment in the Province — probably in some connection with 
their uncle, William Wragg who seems to have been a wealthy 
merchant of London. According to the family tradition the two 
brothers were the sons of a M r John Wragg of Chesterfield in 
Derbyshire. They apparently came to the Province well provided 
with capital, which no doubt was much increased in the course 
of their business as they were ranked among the wealthy citizens 
of the Province and both when they died left — for the period — large 
fortunes. 

An account of Samuel Wragg's purchase and settlement of the 
Ashley Barony on Ashley river has been given in a former num- 
ber of this Magazine. 3 William Wragg the eldest son of Samuel 
Wragg, was the William who as a young child had been captured 
by Black Beard. William Wragg was a man of ability, fortune, 
and the highest character. He was offered the post of Chief 
Justice of the Colony and declined it from motives of the greatest 
disinterestedness and delicacy; but served as a member of the Coun- 
cil. His staunch loyalty to the Crown caused in 1777 his expul- 
sion from his native land. On his voyage to England he was 
drowned in a shipwreck off the coast of Holland: and is the only 
native born South Carolinian so far as the writer has ever heard 
to whom a memorial exists in Westminster Abbey. 

The two brothers Samuel and Joseph Wragg married sisters, 
the daughters of Jacques du Bosc a French Huguenot immigrant 
to South. Carolina who had become a merchant in Charles Town. 

On the accompanying chart the authority for the Wragg de- 
scents prior to the two brothers who came to Carolina is largely 
traditional from a manuscript made by the late W m Wragg Smith 
Esq r for the late Henry A. Middleton Esq r . The connection be- 
tween the brothers and their uncle William Wragg and the lat- 
ter 's children is from records in this country — from which and other 
old records are the data for the later descents, and the part of the 
chart therefrom is believed to be as accurate as may be. 

3 5. C. Hist: Sr Gen: Mag:, vol. XI, p. 86. 
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The data for the connected families of du Que and du Bosc are 
from the "St. Julien" or "Ravenel" list and other records. The 
Wraggs used a coat of arms, for the full illustration of which the 
writer is indebted to the careful work of M r M. Alston Read. 
The oldest example is on an old piece of silver which from the hall 
mark was made about 1731 and has come down in the descendants 
of Joseph Wragg, viz Or, a fesse azure, a canton azure charged 
with a fleur de lys. In some books apparently at one time owned 
by M™. Milward Pogson, a daughter of the Hon: William Wragg 
is pasted as a book plate, a coat of arms with crest and motto 
above the name "William Wragg." Whether the Hon: William 
Wragg who died in 1777, or his son William who died in 1802 is 
not apparent. The volumes in which this plate is pasted were 
published one in 1801, and the other in 1803. So it may have been 
a book plate of the father which was used by the son. On this 
plate the canton is "argent" — but this is likely a mistake as by 
the laws of English Heraldric blazonry, one metal "argent" should 
not be charged on another metal "or" and this canton should 
likely be "azure" as represented on the old piece of silver. On 
this book plate the crest is given as a demi eagle with opened 
wings and the motto is "est iduhris." The explanation of this 
motto long puzzled the writer. To M r Thomas della Torre of 
Charleston he owes the acute suggestion that it is from Horace — 
Epistles Bk. 1 — Epistle xi — viz "quod petis, hie est, 

est Ulubris, animus si te non deficit aequus." 

"they change their climate not their disposition, who run be- 
yond the sea .... what you seek is here [i.e. at home], is 
at Ulubrae if a well balanced mind is not wanting to you." 

It may be of interest to note that in Burke's Commoners (vol. 
4, p. 178) it is stated that Mary Ashby daughter of Shukbrugh 
Ashby of Quenby England married Rev. William Breckwich 
Wragge Vicar of Frisby, while in this country Samuel Wragg 
married Mary Ashby I'On a descendant of John Ashby of Quenby 
in South Carolina a collateral branch of Ashby of Quenby England. 



